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Within a stone's throw of the terrace of Shepheard's
Hotel vice flaunted shamelessly. General Head-
quarters, anxious scientifically to protect the troops,
were handicapped by the existence of a small but
influential section of public opinion which disap-
proved of all prophylactic methods. It may be well
asked why Egypt had permitted for so long in the
heart of the great towns the presence of these plague
spots, sad stains upon her reputation for decent
administration. The answer is simple. The Capitula-
tions strangled every effort of reform. They guarded
the interest of the European prostitute as they de-
fended that of the capitalist. Each woman claimed
as her inalienable right the protection of the consul.
By prescription public women had made certain
residential quarters of the town their own. To dis-
possess them of that pretension was beyond the power
of the Egyptian Government.

As early as the summer of 1916 the incidence of
venereal disease among the rank and file of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force had attracted atten-
tion. Medical officers began publicly to express
alarm.1 But little general interest was displayed
until the Commander-in-Chief busied himself in the
problem. He spoke with no uncertain voice of the
effect which venereal disease was producing upon the
rifle strength of the Expeditionary Force, and he
established in various centres Purity committees
who would advise local commanders on the steps to
be taken to arrest the incidence of the evil. In the
main these committees accomplished little. Perhaps
the original instructions placed too great stress upon

* Notably Colonel Sir James Barrett, R.A.3MC., K.B.E., of the
Australian Imperial Forces, whose works, The Australian Medical
Corps in Egypt, 1914-15 (in collaboration with Lieutenant Deane),
and yhe *Iwin Ideals^ may be commended to any reader interested in
this grim subject.
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